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English uses a number of words and phrases to show the 
order in which past events occurred. They are often called 
adverbials of time, and are useful when telling a story.

New language  Time adverbs and phrases

Vocabulary  Storytelling devices

New skill  Putting events in order

What happened when?

These phrases 
show two events 
happened at the 
same time. They 
are often used 
with descriptions 
in the past 
continuous. 

These phrases 
show one event 
happened after,  
or as a result of, 
another. They are 
often used with 
descriptions in the 
past simple.

SAME TIME

AFTER

These phrases 
show one event 
happened before 
another. They are 
often used with 
descriptions in  
the past perfect.

BEFORE

KEY LANGUAGE TIME ADVERBS AND PHRASES

“Just as” and “at the very moment”  
go before the verb they modify.

Shows something 
happened after.

Shows something happened as a result.

Sits before the verb it modifies.

Sits before the verb it modifies.

Sits after the 
verb it modifies.
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FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE PHRASES IN THE PANEL

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, ADDING IN THE TIME ADVERBS
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READ THE ARTICLE AND WRITE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS  
AS FULL SENTENCES
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Gareth tells his friend Maria about a 
disagreement he had with his neighbors.

CHECKLIST

 Time adverbs and phrases   Storytelling devices    Putting events in order  

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 64–68

PAST PERFECT AND PAST SIMPLE

NARRATIVE TENSES: PAST PERFECT

TIME ADVERBS AND PHRASES

PAST PERFECT WITH “NEVER” / “EVER”

PRESENT PERFECT WITH  
“NEVER” / “EVER”

NARRATIVE TENSES:  
PAST CONTINUOUS

NARRATIVE TENSES: PAST SIMPLE

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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